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Renovating To Reflect The Divine At St. Béde’s

TTThe genesal Carhede driff i the Umired
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| bty mof pust an avstbetic prodlens, [ilra serious
refigrond imad thealomian! prodlom.”

— Georpe Weggd, Letters To A Youong
Carhalic (2o04)

By GREGORY | SULLIVAN
FoR THE BuLLrTms

The Second Vatican Coumcil (196:2-
1g:65) resulted in iy dramatic changes
in the life of the Church. Following %:z
Council, though certainly not caused by
amy of its ¢ ings, church architecture
went  infG steep decline. Whersas
Catholic churches were once the most
attractive and often arresting buildings in
any area, the structures buile in the
decades since the Council have been
characterized, with the rarest exceptions,
by their striking blandmness and even ugli-
ness, resembling secular meeting halls
rather than sacred tumﬂu,

Bart at St. Bede the Venerable parish in
Holland, Pa., the majesty of Catholic
worshipand architecrure is rriumphanty
returning. Following a feasibility study
that demonstrated reluctance on the part
of parishioners to support the construc-
tion of an entirely new church, the pastor
of 5. Bede, Monsignor John Marine, has
commenced an ambitious capital cam-
paign to raise more than §5 million o
renvevate the chuarch huilﬂlns,whi:h the
feasibility study disclosed is widely sup-
ported by the parish.

This project is not just a modese
enhancement of the current functional,
but plain strucmure, Ivisa comprebensive
removation that is the produet of the fos-

Sr. Bede the
Venerable Church
parish in Holland,
Pa., is

currently undergoing
a 55 million

FEnova ko,
utilizing many
clements raken from
the closing of

Most Blessed
Sacrament Church
in Philadelphia.

Courtesy of St Bede
b Feneraisle Churok

mnare confluence of three k-r:,- campes

nents: an energetic pastor with a nch
appreciation of the church’s mission, a
['.",I architect and m.:l.gniﬁc-u:nt artifacts
rom a closed parish in Philadeiphia. [n
2one, 5t Bede will open its door 1o a very
a EilLf; future by its wise embrace of
the artisnc and architectural past.
Mensignor Marine, aformer Deanof
Formation ar 5t, Charles Seminary, Viear
for Montgomery County, and now, since
June of 2005, pastor at 5t Bede, recog-
nized immediately the ity pre-
sented by the closing of Most Blessed
Sacraiment Chorch in HllL:l]l:lth- He

obiined its marble alterwith Leonardo's
“The Last Supper” depicted, baldaching,
confessionals, pews, and century-old
stained-glass windews made in Bavana,
i Prctures of these areifsets can be seen on
5t. Bede's Web site at wwwest-bede.org,)

Monsignor Manne then hired the
architect Duncan Stroik of the University
of Motre Dame, He based this selection
ot what he calls Mr. Smoik’s “nanonal
and international reputation for foster
ing a rebirth of classical Catholic Church
architecture.” It is a repuration that is
well deserved. (A sampling of Mr
Stroik’s spectacular designs and restora-

tions is found atwwwstroik.cormn.) What
15 more, Mr. Stroik is a trenchane analyst
and entic of the archifectural problems
thar have arisen since the Council and an
cloguent advecate for his traditional
designs. His writing is lucid and very
accessible to the nonspecialiss. In one
esgay, “The Classical Moment"” he
wrikes:

"The Roman Catholic Church is
timeless, enduring and permanent. $o
the church building is a prolepsis, or
anticipation of the furure; a three-
dimensional introduction inco e heav-

enl kinﬁ,dum- It promises ws future
!.",||:l]lI A i% & cpwhi.n:}l shm.ll-ﬂ nﬁk:
s desiee o ‘dwell in the hoowe of the
Lord forever! In expressing the inex-
pressible, the mysterious, bearific
vision, the church is a place of eternity
?::lhifsl the suffering and temporality of
ife.

For the specific project at Se. Bede,
Mr. Stroik is a perfect selection: be isan
expert in taking A-frame church build-
ings — like the structure of 5. Bode —
and transforming them into something
drarmatically superior. 5t. Bede, in fact,
was initially intended as a temporary
design. Monsignor Marine points out
that the plannad renovarion will icle
an “endurning, permanent, MUdgl,mmui
inspiring church” that is consistent with
the visson of the founding pastor, Father
James Martin (who was pastor for 13
years and died in 19780

The capital carmpaign for this project
is just beginning, Iﬂ.1Jn|:1 MME'l{.',nur
Marine hopes that it “will unive our

rish even more 50 a5 we together build
sods hoarse, whach is the Church”™ He

alsa emphasizes thar beantiful churches
SEFVE a% Dowld r_1.|'|:'.|.1n:11-rm anﬂ CVNEe=
lization. A more elegant church buillding
cohances and strengthens the moral life.
The story of the fairh is rold in many was
= in Scripture, in holy lives, in painting
— and the Church has always under-
stosd thar i 15 rald veTY memarahle
and awe-inspiring form in architecture.

Uince complered, 51, Bede’s renova-
ticn, thowgh vastly different from its cur-
rent design, will paradoxically be an
enduri embodiment of the church’
conmmuiry. As Philadelphians continue
to move 1o the suburbs, the city parishes
lose members and must in some cases
close. But their beawtiful amifacts are,
with the St Bede’s renovation, serving
the mew vibrane centers of the faith —
they are moving with the of God.
That history thus enriches the present
ansd furtare Life of Gith at 51, Bede,

Churches that communscace the tran-
scendence of the Chrsman faich are
emphatically not things of the pase. Too
many recent projects have, 1o be sure,
been catastrophic monuments ro mod-
ernist and postmodernist upliness, The
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in
J'.mﬁ.sgtln i a recent example and che
Cathedral of Christ the Light i Oakland
is a brand-new example of this problem.
But the retumn to the august tradition of
art and architecture that the Church pos-
sesses is taking place at the parish level ar
St. Bede the Venerahile,
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